


County Update: Jan. 27, 2021

Dear Friend,

As  you  know,  Montgomery  County  has  begun

vaccinating  our  most  at-risk  residents  in  Priority

Groups 1A and 1B. Many of you have reached out to

our office with questions about how, where and when

you and your loved ones can get vaccinated. I realize

there is a lot of confusion and the rollout process has

been much slower than anticipated in the state. 

Last week, the Council held an emergency town hall

on  COVID  vaccines,  where  we  were  joined  by

Montgomery County Health Officer Dr. Travis Gayles to answer questions about

priority groups and vaccine rollout plans. It was great to be joined by over 1,400

during the live town hall, but it also shows the urgent need for information and

answers.

If  you  missed  the town hall,  I  encourage you  to  watch  it  here  and  view  the

presentation here. Stay tuned for upcoming town halls and informational events.

We will be sharing more COVID and vaccine-related updates regularly.

In addition to our ongoing efforts to advocate for more vaccine doses from the

state, we have been putting continuous pressure on Governor Hogan to release

the Rainy Day Funds to help out our struggling residents and small businesses.

Two weeks  ago,  I  was  joined  by  elected  and  community  leaders  from every

jurisdiction  in  the  state,  as  well  as  hundreds  of  supporters,  for  the  Maryland

United for COVID Relief Now virtual rally urging the governor to take action to

provide immediate relief to Marylanders in need.

Immediately following our rally, the governor announced his RELIEF Act, which

would provide $450 stimulus checks to some low-income Marylanders and other

relief measures. While the announcement was a step in the right direction, it was

not nearly enough to provide real and immediate relief to those who need it most.

Today, Senate President Bill Ferguson and Democratic leadership in the Maryland

Senate  unveiled their  COVID Recovery  Now  Amendment  to  the  RELIEF  Bill.

These changes include a $520 million relief plan,  in addition to Gov. Hogan’s

$767 million plan, which will  aid an additional 192,000 Marylanders as well as

over  19,000  businesses.  The  Senate’s  COVID  recovery  plan  will  provide

immediate relief Marylanders need.



Featured Updates

COVID-19 Vaccination Phase 1B and 1C

Priority Groups 1B and 1C are now eligible to receive

the COVID-19 vaccination  in the  state  of  Maryland.

Montgomery  County  is  currently  only  vaccinating

Priority Groups 1A and 1B, which includes people age

75 and older, but if you are eligible for Priority Group

1C, you can now pre-register for an appointment and

be notified when an appointment is available. You can

pre-register for an appointment.

After pre-registering, you will receive regular updates

and receive a notification via email  or text message

when an appointment is available. My colleagues and

I at the Council are doing everything in our power to

advocate  for  the  fastest  possible  distribution  of  the

vaccine.  You can  learn  more  here  and  sign  up  for

COVID text  and email updates here.  Stay tuned for

weekly COVID vaccine updates from the Council.

Council  President  Hucker  and  Congressman

Trone Hold Press Conference on Impact  of  New

Federal Administration at State and Local Level

Council  President  Tom  Hucker  will  be  joined  by

Congressman  David  Trone  for  a  virtual  press

conference  to  discuss  how  the  new  federal

administration and Congress will impact  Maryland at

the state and local level. The virtual press conference

will be held Monday, Feb. 1 at 11 a.m. Register here.



Mercury Service Regulator Bill aimed at protecting

tenants 

During  Tuesday’s  Council  meeting,  the  Council

received  public  testimony  on  Expedited  Bill  50-20,

Landlord-Tenant Relations - Fire Safety - Removal of

Mercury Service Regulators, which I am sponsoring.

The  tragic  2016  explosion  at  the  Flower  Branch

Apartments was caused by a failing mercury service

regulator, killing seven people including two children

and injuring and displacing dozens. Hundreds of these

outdated  devices  are  still  used  in  older  apartment

buildings  in  our  region.  We have  to  make  sure  an

explosion  like  the  one  at  Flower  Branch  never

happens  again.  I  introduced  legislation  to  require

landlords to identify and schedule the replacement of

indoor  mercury  service  regulators  that  regulate  the

flow of natural gas into homes. This bill will save lives

and protect tenants. You can read more here.

Youth  Poet  Laureate  Amanda  Gorman:

Montgomery College Zoom Poetry Event

Youth poet laureate Amanda Gorman, who inspired us

at the Inauguration of President Joe Biden and Vice

President  Kamala Harris  with her  hopeful  vision  for

our country’s future, will host a virtual poetry reading

at Montgomery College on Feb. 2. You can find read

more about it here.

Resources



COVID-19 Testing

Unfortunately,  despite  vaccinations

having  begun  here  in  Montgomery

County  and  nationwide,  COVID-19

cases continue to rise here as they are

across the U.S. Please remain vigilant

and follow the four important steps to

reduce  your  risk  of  infection:  wear  a

mask,  practice  physical  distancing,

wash  your  hands  frequently  and  get

tested.

Montgomery County offers free testing

to all residents. If you have insurance,

you will be asked for your information,

but  there  are  no  co-pays  or

deductibles.  We  do  not  require  a

government ID or a doctor’s order.

Please  be  proactive  and  get  tested

even if you feel healthy. This helps us

monitor  and  respond  to  COVID-19  in

our community, and it also contributes

significantly to slowing the spread.

To  view a  list  of  the County’s  testing

sites,  visit  the COVID-19  Information

Portal.



Food Distribution

If you need food for yourself and your

family,  please  call  the  Food  Access

Call  Center at MC311. This Thursday,

Jan. 28   there will be food distribution

events  located  at  the  Church  of  the

Redeemer  (19425  Woodfield  Rd  in

Gaithersburg)  Jan  28  and  at   Oak

Chapel UMC Consolidation Hub Food

Distributions (14500 Layhill Rd in Silver

Spring) between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. On

Friday,  Jan.  29  there  will  be  a  food

distribution  event  at  Interfaith  Works

(75  Twinbrook  Parkway  in  Rockville).

On Saturday, Jan. 30 from 10 a.m. until

noon  there  will  be  a  food  distribution

event  at  East  County  Community

Recreation Center in Silver Spring. You

can  visit  this  website  for  more

information  about  food  resources  in

multiple languages.

Hotel and Restaurant Relief Grant

Programs

At today’s Council meeting, we will

receive public testimony on a special

appropriation of more than $6.2 million

for the Hotel Relief Grant program

and more than $4.9 million for the

Restaurant Relief Grant Program.

These programs are fully supported by

long-overdue state grants and will

allow the County to get additional vital

dollars into the hands of local

businesses that have been hard-hit by

the COVID-19 pandemic.



Tom in the News

Bethesda Beat - Hucker

and Albornoz speak on

COVID vaccine rollout

confusion: 

WTOP - Hucker Bill

addresses equipment

that caused deadly Silver

Spring apartment

explosion

Maryland Matters -

Hucker critical of state’s

vaccination strategy

Gov. Hogan responds to

Maryland United for

COVID Relief Coalition

rally with stimulus plan

Office of Councilmember Tom Hucker
100 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850
Email: Councilmember.Hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov
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