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Dear Friend: 
 

My colleagues and I understood the crisis facing our state. In response, 

we worked to provide relief and recovery for millions of Marylanders. 
 

In my six years serving as your State Senator, I believe this was one of, 

if not the most important legislative session I have ever been part of. 

Over the past year, we have seen the impacts of the global health crisis 

that highlighted long standing disparities in health outcomes, the rise of 

unemployment, and children’s educational achievement gaps. I am 

extraordinarily proud of the work that the Maryland General Assembly 

did to combat these multiple challenges. As your senator, I worked 

tirelessly with my colleagues, especially the District 14 delegation, to 

bring Marylanders financial support, improve the vaccine rollout and 

distribution, pass a thorough police reform package, and help craft a 

balanced budget focused on relief and recovery.  
 

Here is an overview of some legislation highlighting relief measures 

and issues the Maryland General Assembly addressed in the 2021 

Legislative Session: 



 

COVID-19 continues to adversely impact lives and businesses in 

immeasurable ways and Marylanders needed relief. That is why the 

Maryland General Assembly put politics aside and worked with the 

Governor in a bipartisan way to pass the RELIEF Act and additional 

funding that provided billions of dollars toward Maryland’s recovery 

from the pandemic.  
 

The Relief Act: The first bill passed this Session was the RELIEF Act 

(SB 496), which included the General Assembly’s Recovery Now 

package. This provides over $1 billion of economic stimulus and tax 

relief to Maryland’s most vulnerable residents, small businesses, and 

nonprofits hardest hit by the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 

The State has since established the Recovery Now Fund and other 

programs like the $83 million to erase household utility debt and $279 

million for small businesses, which have already started distributing 

vital financial support. Because of our efforts, nearly 40,000 

Marylanders who were stuck in the Unemployment Insurance purgatory 

have received a $1,000 direct payment as their cases are adjudicated by 

the Department of Labor. The RELIEF Act also included a historic 

expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) for the next three 

years, which is one of the best poverty fighting tools our state has. 

When taken together, this stimulus package will allow Maryland to 

build back stronger when COVID-19 is behind us.  

  

With an infusion of federal stimulus funding coming to our state to help 

Maryland’s recovery efforts, the Maryland General Assembly in 

coordination with the Governor leveraged more than $3.9 billion in 
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federal funding aimed at reversing learning loss, increasing broadband, 

and getting people back to work. 

  

Balanced Budget for Fiscal Year 2022 that Invests in Maryland 

Values:  

The uncertainty about Maryland’s budget over the last year created a 

concerning dynamic as we entered Session in January. In July, the 

Board of Public Works cut $413 million from the State budget as 

Maryland faced potential layoffs and cuts to vital services. The most 

recent revenue and budget projections are more optimistic than we 

could have expected, though financial impacts have been disparately 

felt. Ultimately, the MGA passed a $52.4 billion budget that invests 

heavily in Maryland values, including: 
 

• $572 million to expand testing, contact tracing, and vaccinations; 

• $13.5 billion in Medicaid funding to provide health care 

coverage to 1.5 million residents; 

• $1.6 billion to ensure solvency of the Transportation and 

Unemployment Insurance Trust Funds; 

• $600 million to reopen schools safely, including $80 million for 

HVAC and ventilation improvements; 

• $371.5 million for Maryland's community colleges, representing 

a 9% increase over FY21; 

• $85 million for local parks and playgrounds throughout the State; 

and 

• $2.1 billion in cash reserves, including $1.4 billion in the Rainy 

Day Fund and $696 million in the General Fund, that erases 

projected budget shortfalls in FY23 and FY24. 

  

  

Vaccinations:  

As the Chair of the Montgomery County Senate Delegation, 

Montgomery County House Delegation Chair Marc Korman and I are 

continuing to work closely with our delegation, the Maryland 

Department of Health, and Montgomery County Government leaders to 

provide transparency and accountability for equitable vaccine 

distribution. The Montgomery County Senate and House Delegations 



played a vital role in securing a mass vaccination site at the 

Germantown Montgomery College campus. This site provides around 

3,000 vaccinations per day. 

  

Reversing Learning Loss:  

As a father of two public school students, I have seen the difficulties 

over this last year of online distance learning. Fortunately, the Blueprint 

for Maryland’s Future, which passed the General Assembly last year, 

sets a framework for getting our students back on track. I am proud that 

the MGA passed “Blueprint 2.0” this session to provide intensive 

tutoring and summer school to improve education outcomes, add 

money to the State’s education formula for technology, and to support 

students’ emotional health. Funding from the Federal Government’s 

stimulus, as well as previous budgeting from the state ensures schools 

will be fully funded under this formula until at least 2026.  

  

The student achievement gap we have seen has turned into an 

achievement valley due to the pandemic. For many Maryland families, 

access to reliable broadband and devices that connect to the internet has 

been a fundamental problem for Maryland families, small businesses, 

and farms, as seen in many parts of District 14. This lack of reliable and 

affordable internet access has led to disparities in educational outcomes 

and commerce. 

  

Broadband Expansion:  

The Maryland General Assembly allocated $300 million in federal 

funds to connect over 500,000 people to the internet through broadband 

infrastructure investments and expansion, a monthly subsidy to pay for 

internet service, and funding for free devices to help connect to the 

internet (HB 588). The MGA also established an Office of Statewide 

Broadband within the Department of Housing and Community 

development to create and implement a statewide plan for broadband 

expansion, especially in rural areas (SB66). 

  

Generational Reforms to Policing in Maryland:  

One of the most complex issues the MGA considered this year was 

reforming policing in Maryland to restore trust, transparency, and 

accountability in our community. The Senate Judicial Proceedings 

Committee started shaping the legislative package last summer, which 



brought all interest groups to the table, to create a package that would 

make every single Marylander safer - community members and police 

alike. After overriding vetoes on three of the five bills in the package, 

all of these five bills will become law. These bills will:  
 

• Increase body worn cameras, establish a use of force policy, and 

provide mental health supports for officers (SB71); 

• Create transparency in the disciplinary process and curtail no 

knock warrants (SB178); 

• Demilitarize the police and independently investigate police-

involved deaths (SB600);and   

• Repeal and replace the Law Enforcement Officer’s Bill of 

Rights, and create a Law Enforcement Scholarship Program 

(HB670) 

 

This legislative package is a strong step forward and the most 

consequential law enforcement reforms passed by the Maryland 

General Assembly in a half-century.  
 

Transit Safety Investment Act: 

Maryland’s public transit infrastructure is struggling to keep pace with 

necessary repairs and faced severe disruptions at a time when our 

essential workers have been reliant on consistent service. The Maryland 

Transit Authority identified substantial budget gaps necessary to 

maintain operations due to underfunding and deferred maintenance. 

The Transit Safety and Investment Act (SB199), which I helped to co-

sponsor and pass, puts Maryland back on a path to sustainable transit 

operations at a level our essential workers deserve. 
 
 

Fixing a Broken Unemployment Insurance System:  

Over the last year, I have been contacted by hundreds of constituents 

that have been unable to access the Unemployment Insurance (UI) 

benefits they deserve. In addition to providing $1,000 checks to 

thousands unfairly caught in UI purgatory, we also passed a 

comprehensive set of reforms (SB771, SB816, SB817, SB818, SB819, 

and SB893) to fix our broken system. These bills allow Marylanders to 

more easily access the money they deserve, improve the Department of 



Labor’s customer service experience, and also ensures the Department 

of Labor is prepared for the next emergency. We also passed legislation 

to reduce the costs of small businesses paying into the UI Trust Fund to 

provide additional aid as they recover from COVID-19 (SB 811). 
 

If you are still having difficulties accessing your UI benefits, please do 

not hesitate to contact my office. My staff and I along with the rest of 

the District 14 Team are working around the clock to assist constituents 

that are in need. If we can be of any assistance, please email me at 

Craig.Zucker@Senate.State.md.us.   
 

Getting Marylanders Back to Work:  

The MGA worked with the Governor to invest nearly $4.5 billion in 

capital funds this year to get Marylanders back to work (HB590). The 

FY22 capital budget is projected to create nearly 30,000 jobs at a time 

when unemployment rates are still unacceptably high as we rebuild 

from the COVID-19 pandemic. That funding will provide a critical 

lifeline to our local institutions and invest State dollars in our 

community.  

  

 

BRINGING STATE FUNDING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY 

 

The District 14 Delegation, consisting of Delegates Anne Kaiser, Eric 

Luedtke, Pamela Queen, and I worked together to secure a record $6 

million in funding for important local community projects.  
 

• The Burtonsville Parking Garage received $5 million for a 

feasibility study, land planning, and project financing study for a 

new 1,000 space (+/-) parking garage.  

• The Friends House Retirement Community in Sandy Spring 

received $200,000 for the phase two of the campus expansion 

and renovation plan. It includes the renovation of existing 

buildings, construction of affordable senior apartments, upgraded 

facilities and grounds.   

• The Dolores R. Miller Park in Laytonsville received $20,000 

for the construction, repair, and improvements to the park that 

started in 2019. The park includes benches, a bike rack, drinking 

fountain, and paved path.  
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• The Olney Satellite Police Station and Community Facility 

received $175,000 to replace a trailer with a permanent Olney 

Police Satellite Station structure. This will house Montgomery 

County Police Department District 4 staff, as well as improve the 

public's access to police support. It will also provide meeting 

space for civic, public, and public organizations.   

• The Town of Brookeville Road Improvements received 

$200,000 for road resurfacing, curb/gutter and sidewalk 

replacement, traffic calming measures, stormwater management, 

street lighting, landscaping, signage and other public space 

improvements.   
• The Damascus Recreational Park received $225,000 for the 

installment of athletic lighting to extend use of the baseball and 

softball fields beyond sunset. This extension of playable time 

doubles the amount of premium after-school programming 

available during the week and extends it by 25% on the 

weekends.   

• The Sandy Spring Museum received $100,000 for phase one of 

improvements to the west side of the property, including 

stormwater management, hardscaping and landscaping 

improvements, and the installation of ADA-accessible walking 

paths.   

  

 

LEGISLATION I SPONSORED 

  

MENTAL HEALTH 

Senate Bill 719 – 2-1-1 Maryland Mental Health Services Phone Call 

Program (The Thomas Bloom Raskin Act). This legislation creates an 

opt-in mental health services phone call program. The pandemic has 

highlighted that the State needs more systems of support to assist those 

in need, whether pertaining to someone’s physical health, or 

mental/emotional health. Named after Congressman Jamie Raskin’s 

son, this program will provide regular check-ups for those who opt-in, 

and should they need it, connect them with a mental health provider 

upon request. This program is expected to start in July 2021.  
 

ZERO-EMISSION BUS TRANSITION ACT 
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Senate Bill 137 - Maryland Transit Administration – Conversion to 

Zero–Emission Buses (Zero–Emission Bus Transition Act), sponsored 

by Delegate Marc Korman and I. Starting in 2023, this bill requires the 

Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) to begin purchasing, and 

transitioning the State’s bus fleet from heavy polluting buses to buses 

that are net-zero in emissions. These buses are cleaner, quieter, and 

cheaper than their current fossil fuel burning counterparts.   
 

PROPERTY TAX REFUND - Returning Money to your Pocket 

Senate Bill 593 – Property Tax - Homeowners’ Property Tax Credit - 

Calculation and Refunds. A constituent brought to my and Delegate Al 

Carr's attention that the State Department of Assessments and Taxation 

(SDAT) was shortchanging Montgomery County homeowners with 

how they calculated property tax credits. SB 593 requires SDAT to 

issue millions of dollars of refunds to thousands of Montgomery 

County homeowners.  

  

CHILD WELFARE 

Senate Bill 592 – State Child Welfare System. This legislation I 

sponsored updates reporting requirements to ensure we are supporting 

our foster care population. 
 

TAX CLINICS 

Senate Bill 480 - Income Tax Distribution - Tax Clinics for Low-

Income Marylanders. Each year, there are millions of dollars left on the 

table for those that are eligible for tax credits - oftentimes for those who 

need them the most. This is an important bill that provides funding for 

tax clinics that assist low-income residents in filing and claiming what 

they are eligible for. 
 

TAX STUDY 

Senate Bill 591 - Bureau of Revenue Estimates - Tax Incidence Study - 

Scope and Intergovernmental Assistance. SB 591 studies the current tax 

burden that Maryland individuals and families face every day. This bill 

aims to create transparency in the State’s tax structure and to better 

understand the impact of taxes and charges on taxpayers across all 

incomes.  

  

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 



Senate Bill 717 – State Personnel - Collective Bargaining - Exclusive 

Representative Access to New Employees. This bill provides new state 

employees with the opportunity to join a union with better 

communication, training and support. 
 

HELPING RESTAURANTS IN DAMASCUS 

 

The District 14 delegation and I passed legislation that assists 

Damascus Area Restaurants by allowing them to permanently sell 

growlers and crowlers for carryout.  
 

OTHER BILLS I SPONSORED 

SB 958 – Nonpublic Special Education Schools – State Contribution - 

Increase. This important piece of legislation ensures that teachers who 

work with public school students with learning disabilities in non-

public education schools to receive a pay increase.  
 

HELPING CHILDREN WITH AUTISM 

I worked with my colleagues to move children off of the waiver waitlist 

to get them the crucial services they need.  

  

 

SENATORIAL SCHOLARSHIP DUE May 3rd 

 

The District 14 Senatorial Scholarship is now available to students who 

will be attending a Maryland College or University for the 2021-2022 

academic year. Please click here to fill out the application and submit 

all documents via email to Craig.Zucker@senate.state.md.us by 

Monday, May 3, 2021.  
 

If you have any questions about the application, or the attachment will 

not open, please do not hesitate to contact my office via email. 
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STAYING IN TOUCH 

 

Please keep in mind that although the legislative session is over, I will 

still be working hard for you. You can contact my office at any time if 

you need constituent service, or if you simply want to share your 

thoughts and priorities with me. You can reach my office by email at 

Craig.Zucker@senate.state.md.us or by phone at 301-858-3625. As 

always, thank you for trusting me with the responsibility of 

representing you in the Maryland General Assembly. Representing you 

in the State Senate has truly been an honor.  
 

Warmest wishes,  

 

Craig J. Zucker 

Maryland State Senate 

District 14 

  

 

Senator Craig J. Zucker 
11 Bladen Street, 122 James Senate Office Bldg 

Annapolis, MD 21401 
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